Computer hardware

Computer hardware includes the physical
parts of a computer, such as the case, central
. processing unit (CPU), monitor, keyboard,
=% computer data storage, graphics card, sound card,

, speakers and motherboard.

By contrast, software is the set of
instructions that can be stored and run by
hardware. Hardware is so-termed because it is "hard" or rigid with respect to
changes, whereas software is "soft" because it is easy to change.

Hardware is typically directed by the software to execute any command or
instruction. A combination of hardware and software forms a usable computing
system, although other systems exist with only hardware.

Personal computer

3 The personal computer, also known as the
= PC, is one of the most common types of computer
- due to its versatility and relatively low price. Most
personal computers possess a monitor, a keyboard,
a mouse, and a computer case. The computer case
encloses and holds all of the necessary hardware
required to store and process data on the computer.

Hiong The motherboard ensures that all other inner
computer hardware communicates with each other. The CPU executes instructions
for running computer programs. RAM is responsible for the temporary storage of
data while the computer operates.

Laptops are designed for portability and are generally very similar to PCs,
although they may use lower-power or reduced size components, thus lower
performance for a given price point. Due to their portability, all units of computer
hardware in a laptop are integrated within the laptop's computer case. The monitor
Is found in the upper cover of the laptop, and it and the laptop itself can be secured
by closing the cover. Instead of a mouse, laptops usually may have a trackpad
attached below the in-built keyboard.
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